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12.2.5 Does the university have a policy around use minimization of 

plastic? 
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Yes, the University of Business and Technology (UBT) takes a holistic approach 

to minimizing plastic use across its campuses through a combination of policy, 

infrastructure, vendor partnerships, and behavioral change. 

Plastic reduction is integrated into the university’s environmental strategy 

under the Sustainable Waste Management Policy (UC.06.01) and further 

reinforced through cooperation with on-campus restaurants and cafés, the 

installation of water dispensers, and the promotion of reusable UBT-branded 

mugs. 

Together, these initiatives eliminate single-use plastics, promote responsible 

consumption, and foster a culture of reusability that aligns with the Saudi 

Vision 2030 sustainability objectives and SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption 

and Production). 

1. Policy Framework 

Within the Sustainable Waste Management Policy (UC.06.01), there is a 

dedicated section titled “Preventing Waste” that includes several 

commitments related to minimizing the use of plastics. 

The policy states that UBT shall: 

• Set a priority procurement plan for goods and services that have a less 

negative effect on human health and the environment. 

• Promote the purchase of durable and environmentally preferable products, 

prioritizing these over single-use or disposable items. 

• Avoid bottled water where possible and provide free drinking water to all 

staff, students, and visitors. 

• Promote alternatives to single-use plastic bags, such as biodegradable, 

recycled, paper, or fabric options. 

• Encourage the use of UBT-branded mugs for members and visitors instead 

of disposable paper or plastic cups. 

These measures ensure that plastic-use minimization is embedded into UBT’s 

procurement and operational practices. 
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Figure 12.2.5 A – Excerpt from UBT Sustainable Waste Management 

Policy (UC.06.01) 

Pages from the official approved policy showing clauses on plastic-use 

minimization, procurement priorities, bottled-water avoidance, and promotion 

of reusable or biodegradable alternatives. 
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3. Water-Dispenser Initiative 

UBT further reduces plastic dependence through the installation of water 

dispensers across all campuses. 

These refill stations lessen reliance on single-use plastic bottles by encouraging 

students, faculty, and staff to refill personal reusable containers. 

The initiative not only prevents plastic waste but also promotes a practical 

culture of sustainability in everyday campus life. 

Figure 12.2.5 B – Campus Water Dispensers 

Photograph of refillable water dispensers installed in high-traffic areas, 

illustrating UBT’s proactive efforts to eliminate single-use plastic bottles. 
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4. Reusable-Mug Initiative 

UBT also champions reusability through its UBT-branded reusable-mug 

program, distributing durable mugs to staff and students and encouraging 

vendors to accept them instead of disposable cups. 

This initiative, coupled with sustainability awareness events, reinforces long-

term behavioral change and visibly reduces disposable-cup waste on campus. 

Figure 12.2.5 C – UBT Reusable-Mug Initiative 

Image of UBT-branded mugs used by students and staff, symbolizing the 

university’s commitment to eliminating single-use plastics in daily operations. 
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4. Vendor Practices and Plastic Elimination 

In addition to internal implementation, UBT collaborates closely with on-

campus restaurants and cafés to reduce plastic use in packaging and service 

operations. 

Under the Operations Department’s Food Court Policies and Procedures, all 

vendors—including ZED—must ensure food is sealed and packed responsibly, 

minimize waste, and dispose of garbage only in designated locations. 

These rules prohibit energy-drink sales, encourage healthy menus, and require 

vendors to follow environmentally sound practices aligned with UBT’s 

sustainability policies. 

ZED, located in the UBT cafeteria, exemplifies these standards by eliminating 

single-use plastic bags and adopting reusable fabric bags and sustainable 

packaging. 

This partnership demonstrates how UBT’s sustainability commitments extend 

beyond internal operations to the external supply chain and campus 

community. 

Figure 12.2.5 D – Sustainable Vendor Practice at ZED  

Photograph of ZED employee using reusable fabric bags instead of single-use 

plastic, showcasing vendor alignment with UBT’s plastic-reduction policy. 
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Figure 12.2.5 E – UBT Food Court Policies and Procedures 

Excerpt from the official vendor manual requiring all food-service providers to 

minimize waste, use sustainable packaging, and follow safe garbage-disposal 

practices consistent with UBT’s environmental standards. 
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